
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HELD IN THE 
BLUE ROOM AT ISOTHERMAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE ON MAY 19, 2007 AT 8:15 A.M. 
 
PRESENT: CHAIRMAN CHIVOUS BRADLEY 
  VICE CHAIRMAN PAUL MCINTOSH 
  MARGARET HELTON 
  CHARLES HILL 
  BRENT WASHBURN 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Chairman Bradley called the meeting to order. 
 

CLOSED SESSION/INDUSTRIAL LOCATION/G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4) 
 
 Commissioner Washburn made a motion to go into Closed Sessiion to discuss industrical 
location.  Commissioner Hill seconded the motion.  The vote of approval was unanimous. 
 
 8:17 A.M. - The Board went into Closed Session. 
 8:52 A.M. - The Board returned to regular session. 
 

HIGHWAY 74/INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 

Commissioner Washburn discussed the advantages of being able to advertise to prospective 
industries that Rutherford County is on an interstate highway if the 74 corridor was considered an 
interstate highway.  Attorney Dalton noted that this would have to be a federal decision and that 
highway designations were made years ago.  Chairman Bradley pointed out that Congressman 
Schuler is on the House Transportation Committee.  Tom Johnson said that current materials the 
EDC is using advertise that Rutherford County is centrally located close to three interstate highways, 
I-85, I-40 and I-26. 

STATE PRISON 

Chairman Bradley asked whether there is still an opportunity for Rutherford County to be 
considered for a state prison site.  Attorney Dalton reported that a medium security prison is on the 
drawing board.  The state would like to locate this in the west.  Manager Condrey said he had talked 
with Mark Harmon about some acreage in Cliffside.  It may not be as large as the state is looking for, 
but with the river along one side as a buffer, a larger tract may not be a necessity.   

 
Attorney Dalton said he could start the conversations in Raleigh if the directed him to do so.  

Chairman Bradley, Vice Chairman McIntosh, and Commissioners Washburn and Helton were in favor 
of pursuing a state prison in Rutherford County.  They directed Manager Condrey and EDC Director 
Johnson to work on this possibility. 
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NUISANCE ORDINANCE 

Commissioner McIntosh brought up the problem of unsightly accumulations of trash on private 
property and suggested modifying the solid waste ordinance to address the situation.  Manager 
Condrey said he had looked at ordinances in other counties, and he pointed to a successful effort in 
Henderson County.  He advised that in many cases citizens simply need assistance in knowing how 
to dispose of old vehicles and dilapidated buildings.  The Henderson program is complaint driven and 
requires two staff people.   The counties consider it an economic development tool because of 
tourism. 

Chairman Bradley also noted that the state is considering legislation that would put a 
surcharge on the sale of mobile homes to offset the cost of disposing of abandoned units.  Rutherford 
County would need an ordinance in place to initiate this surcharge. 

With the concurrence of the Commissioners, Manager Condrey said he would work on these 
ordinance issues with a group of county employees.  They will present their recommendations to the 
Planning Commission first and then to the Commissioners. 

AIRPORT/CHARTER 

Vice Chairman McIntosh made the suggestion that the charter for the airport be revisited and 
possibly revised to match existing operations and policies.  He asked that the charters from similar 
sized airports be consulted.  The Commissioners were in agreement to pursue updating the airport 
charter. 

AIRPORT/WATER AND SEWER LOAN FUNDS 

Following discussion about running a water line to the Rutherford County Airport, Manager 
Condrey advised the Commissioners that there is $200,000 in unused monies in the water and sewer 
loan fund that could possibly be applied to an additional project.  Commissioner Hill asked that this 
information be given to him to take to the Broad River Water Authority Board. 

FACILITIES NEEDS 

Commissioner Hill reviewed the situation with the animal shelter, which because of new state 
statutes is not up to code and is unsuitable to be brought up to code.  He favored the construction of 
a new facility.  Commissioner Washburn noted that there is a private group working with the shelter 
that is interested in contributing to a new facility.  There also is a move to change the way the shelter 
operates.  Manager Condrey said both the question of operations and the possibility of new 
construction will come up during budget discussions.   

Chairman Bradley commented that some bold actions need to be made regarding county 
buildings.  With the courts encroaching on space in the courthouse, the Tax Office and Register of 
Deeds may have to move.  There is a need for an agricultural center/livestock arena/ farmers’ market.  
With the growth of senior center activities, the Cooperative Extension Office may need to be moved. 
 

Manager Condrey gave an overview of the results of the study of long-range facilities needs.  
He recommended that as part of the budget process, the Commissioners determine how much can 
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be set aside for a building fund.  Once the capital budget is in place, specific needs can be assessed 
and priorities determined for a building program.  Finance Director Julie Scherer said that having a 
capital reserve fund helps in obtaining favorable borrowing terms.  Every one cent in the tax rate can 
leverage $5 million in borrowing.  Land acquisition would be the first step.   

 
CLOSED SESSION/PROPERTY ACQUISITION G.S. 143-318.11(A)(5)  

 
 On a motion by Commissioner Hill and a second by Commissioner Washburn, the Board voted 
unanimously to go into Closed Session to discuss land acquisition. 
 
 10:28 A.M. - The Board went into Closed Session. 
 10:50 A.M. - The Board returned to regular session. 
 

ROAD REQUIREMENTS/MOBILE HOME PARK ORDINANCE 
 

Chairman Bradley and Vice Chairman McIntosh spoke about the road requirements for minor 
subdivisions that are not now applied to mobile home parks and asked that the Planning Commission 
consider revising the road requirements. 

 
BROADBAND 

 
Commissioner Washburn discussed the issue of broad band.  He is in favor of the county 

advancing this technology as it could be lifechanging.  A large portion of the population still do not 
have internet access.  The cost of running these fiber lines is approximately $20,000 per mile; 
however, fiber lines should be thought of in the same way as water lines as they are just as important.  
Since Rutherford County may never have get the attention of large capital investors, running these 
lines could open an vast new opportunity.  He said the county should have control over the 
broadband so the county could determine where lines would be run.  Manager Condrey mentioned 
the possible Golden Leaf grant funds as a funding source. 

 
SMOKING/COUNTY BUILDINGS 

 
The Commissioners discussed making all county buildings smoke free, including the 

surrounding property.  Mr. Condrey suggested that if the Board wished to move forward on this, 
smoking cessation classes should be offered for a number of months.  Commissioner Hill said all 
county buildings would have to be covered by the policy. 

 
REAPPRAISAL/SENIOR CITIZENS/PROPERTY TAX 

 
Manager Condrey gave a preliminary estimate of the results of the recent revaluation, which 

increased real property values by some 40% overall.  The Commissioners discussed possible tax 
rates for next year.   
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Commissioner Helton asked about relief for seniors on the property tax.  There are several bills 
pending in the legislature relating to this.   

 
LEGISLATION/HIGH IMPACT ORDINANCE 

 
Chairman Bradley stated that the high impact ordinance needs to be added to the agenda for 

the June regular meeting.  Manager Condrey will give an update on progress in the legislature. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Chairman Bradley declared the meeting to be adjourned. 
 
 12:47 P.M. - Adjourned. 
 
 
 
       __________________________________________ 
       Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 
       __________________________________________ 
       Vice Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Commissioners 
 
 
 


